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it to
 the Q

ueen :.t 'V
in

d
so

r C
:>stle, w

here a brilliant
 
gig:.ntic 

leaves, 
five 

to
 six feet :.cross, 

fiat, w
ith

 a 
broad 

rim
, 

light 
green 

above 
an

d
 

v1\'id 
crim

son 
below

, floating upon th
e w

:.ter; w
hile, in

 ch:.racter 
w

ith
 th

e w
onderful foliage, I saw

 lu
x

u
rian

t flow
ers, 

each consisting of num
erous petals, passing in

 alter
n

ate tin
ts fro111 

p
u

re w
hite to rose an

d
 pink. 

T
h

e 
sm

ooth w
ater w

as covered w
ith

 th
e blossom

s; 
an

d
 

as I 
row

ed from
 

one to
 th

e o
th

er I 
:.lw

ays found 
som

ething new
 

to
 ad

m
ire." 

S
ubsequent observers 

h:.ve 
shared in

 th
e 

transports of 
th

e 
original 

dis
coverer, on com

ing unexpectedly upon th
e w

ater-lily 
in

 its 
native 

h:.unts. 
A

 
F

ren
ch

 
w

riter 
m

entions 
th

:.t th
e celebrated H

aen
k

e, w
hen voyaging on th

e 
river M

am
O

l'e, one of th
e princip:.l affluents of 

th
e 

A
m

:.zon, in
 com

pany w
ith

 P
ere L

acu
ev

a, :. S
panish 

m
issionary, discovered th

e gigantic flow
er in

 :. creek 
of th

e stream
. 

O
n descrying it, th

e botanist fell on 
his 

knees, :.nd g:.ve 
u

tteran
ce to

 his 
religio11s 

an
d

 
scientific enthusiasm

 in
 passionate exclam

ations an
d

 
bursts of adoration tow

ards th
e C

re:.tor, im
provising 

:. Te D
eU

'lIt, w
hich, adds th

e n
arrato

r, w
as singul:.rly 

edifying to
 the venerable m

issionary. 
In

 1
8

4
5

, an
 

E
n

g
lish

 traveller, M
r. B

ridges, riding on horseback 
t-< 

0 
along th

e w
ooded b:.nks of th

e Y
acoum

a, a tribut:.ry
JJ 

0 

:..l 
0 z 

of th
e M

am
ore, c:.m

e upon one of th
e reaches of th

e 
:4 

,., 0
riv

er inclosed in
 th

e forest, :.nd there, to
 his delight, 

~
 

,..<: 
discovered 

a 
colony 

of 
the 

V
ictoria. 

H
is 

first 
:i 

im
pulse 

w
as 

to
 sw

im
 

in
to

 th
e deep still w

:.ter for 
'""' 

<
j

.. 
th

e 
purpose of 

obt:.ining 
specim

ens of 
th

e flow
er, 

.... 
"'" z 

w
ben h

e 
W

M
 

w
arn

ed
 b

y
 tb

e Indi:.ns w
ho 

:.ccom


5 

... :l 
w

 
panied h

im
 tl1:>t tb

e bordcrs of 
tb

e stre:.m
 sw

arm
ed 

w
ith

 
alligatol's. 

T
h

is 
inform

ation 
rendered 

b
im

~
 

~
.

 

8 
c:.utious, w

ith
o

u
t dim

inishing bis :.rdour; an
d

 hasten
~

~
 

,., 
ing 

to
 

tb
e to

w
n

 of S
an

ta A
n

n
a, 

b
e w

as supplied
..: 

<
j 

b
y

 th
e corregidor w

itb
 

oxen to
 d

raw
 a 

river-boat
z 

~
 

~
 

to
 th

e creek w
hich 

contained 
th

e 
floral 

treasures. 
7-

T
h

e 
le:.ves 

w
ere 

so 
enorm

ous 
th

:.t h
e 

could 
only 

... 
'" 

W
 

<: 
w

 
place tw

o a
t a tim

e in
 th

e boat, an
d

 h
e w

as therefore 
;;;

W
u 

u
n

d
er th

e necessity of repeating his voyages ag:.in 
'" 

<: 
an

d
 again before h

e could com
plete bis collection. 

H
av

in
g

 at len
g

th
 secured an

 am
ple supply of leaves, 

flow
ers, 

an
d

 
l'ipe 

capsules, 
h

e 
suspended 

th
em

 to
 

lo
n

g
 poles, 

w
hich th

e In
d

ian
s elev:.ted 

upon 
tbeir 

sboulders, an
d

 bore tb
em

 s:.fely to th
e tow

n. 
M

r. 
B

ridges 
soon 

after 
retu

rn
ed

 
to

 
E

n
g

lan
d

, 
bringing 

w
itb

 him
 seeds of 

th
e V

ictori:., w
hich h

e h
ad

 sow
n 

in
 hum

id e:.rth. 
T

w
o

 of these seeds germ
inated in

 
th

e aquarium
 of 

th
e conservatory at K

ew
; one w

:.s 
sen

t to th
e g

reat conservatory a
t C

hatsw
orth, th

en
 

u
n

d
er th

e m
anagem

ent of :1\11'. (afterw
ards S

ir J obn) 
P

ax
to

n
, w

ho 
h

ad
 a 

tan
k

 
constructed expressly for 

th
e new

 p
lan

t, 
w

ith
 a subm

erged 
bed of 

soil, 
th

e 
w

ater raised to
 th

e requisite tem
perature, an

d
 an

 ex
pedient superadded to

 com
m

unicate a gentle m
otion 

to
 th

e fluid, so :.s to
 realize :>s nearly as possible th

e 
conditions in

 w
hich th

e w
:.ter-!ily flourishes in

 th
e 

placid nooks (If 
its n

ativ
e rivers. 

T
h

e process w
as 

~ 

assem
blage of distinguished personages m

et to adm
ire 

th
e superb floral hom

onym
e of 

th
eir gracious sove

reign. 
T

h
e 

V
icto

ria 
w

:>s 
subsequently 

cultivated 
successfully 

in
 

public 
:.nd 

p
riv

ate 
collections 

in
 

G
reat B

ritain
 an

d
 on th

e C
ontinent, an

d
 has becom

e 
:.n attractiv

e object to
 

th
e frequenters of som

e of 
o

u
r botanic 

g:.rdens. 
It deserves 

to
 

b
e recorded 

R
oyal W

ater Lily.~Flo"erop
artly

 an
d

 fully expanded, an
d

 
lleeu V

essel. 

a1,0 
th

:.t th
e be:.utiful 

adaptations to
 th

e h:.hit of 
th

e p
lan

t observable in tb
e arran

g
em

en
t of its veins, 

suggested to
 P

ax
to

n
 som

e of th
e peculi:.r m

echanic:.l 
adjustm

ents w
hich he introduced in

to
 th

e stru
ctu

re 
of th

e roof of tb
e C

rystal P
alace. 

A
n

o
th

er species 
of 

V
icto

ria h
as 

subsequently 
b

een
 

found 
in

 
deep 

stag
n

an
t w

aters in
 th

e province of 
C

orientes, on the 
b

an
k

s of th
e P

aran
a, an

d
 n

am
ed

 V
. c1"U

ziana. 
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T
h

e r
e
~
o
n

 com
prising th

e tw
o

 peninsulas of In
d

ia, 
is pre-em

inently cham
cterized b

y
 th

e prevalence of 
a tropical vegetation. 

T
h

e proportion of its w
oody 

p
lan

ts is g
reater th:.n beyond th

e tro
p

ics; an
d

 trees 
w

hose tim
b

er is suitable for building purposes grow
 

th
ere in

 profusion. 
Its forests 

exhibit 
an

 
endless 

variety of gorgeous flow
ers an

d
 parasitic plants, m

an
y

 
of w

hich fill th
e air w

ith a rich aro
m

a; an
d

 its fruits 
are produced w

ith
 a perennial exuberance, w

hich is 
only enjoyed in

 th
e clim

es of th
e sun. 

A
m

o
n

g
 th

e 
m

ore 
ab

u
n

d
an

t 
of 

its 
arborescent 

plants 
m

ay
 

b
e 

m
entioned th

e silk cotton tree (B
om

bax); 
soapw

ort 
(Sapindus); M

im
osa, A

cacia, :.nd C
assia, valued for 

their 
w

ood, 
bark, 

flow
ers, 

an
d

 
g

u
m

; 
rose -apple 

(Jam
bosa); ebony tree (D

iosPY1'O
S ebenum

), celebrated 
from

 rem
ote tim

es for its black an
d

 enduring w
ood; 

B
ignonia, w

ith its tru
m

p
et flow

ers, w
hich, from

 th
eir 

begun early in
 A

u
g

u
st, 1

8
4

9
; at th

e en
d

 of 
S

ep
large 

size, 
gay 

colours, 
an

d
 

gre:.t 
abundance, 

are 
tem

b
er 

th
e p

lan
t h

ad
 developed its leaves in

 such 
often am

ong th
e m

ost striking objects in
 the fo

rest;
num

bers an
d

 b
u

lk
 as to

 render it necessary to double 
teak

 tree (Teetona grandis), yielding a tim
ber am

ongst
th

e capacity of th
e tan

k
, each leaf being sufficiently 

th
e m

ost durable know
n, 

an
d

 of inestim
able value 

strong an
d

 b
u

o
y

an
t to sustain th

e w
eight of 

a child. 
in

 shipbuilding; laurels of th
e genus C

innam
om

w
n,

T
h

e first flow
er 

expanded at th
e com

m
encem

ent of 
yielding an

 arom
atic b

ark
; n

u
tm

eg
 tree (llfY1oistica);

N
ovem

ber, and P
ax

to
n

 h
ad

 th
e honour of presenting 


