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(C

asulw
ina pendula), F

ig. 
8, is 

one of 
~

 

w
hich are sew

n strongly 
together to

 th
e require 

shape; an
d

 few
 h

ats stan
d

 the clim
ate m

ore service 
ably th

an
 an

 A
ustralian cabbage-palm

 h
at. 

T
h

 
nam

e of cabbage is given to it in
 consequence of th

 
young 

le",ves, 
before 

em
erging 

from
 

their sheath, 
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those arborescent plants, typical of extinct E
uropean 

vegetation, of w
hich there are so m

an
y

 exam
ples in

 
th

e A
ustralian flora. 

It hears th
e anom

alous nam
e 

of she-oak am
ongst th

e colonists, w
hich is a con'up

tion of th
e native nam

e sheack. 
A

lthough an
 exogen 

in
 

th
e stru

ctu
re of 

its branches an
d

 tru
n

k
, w

hich 
displays 

an
 

unusually 
large 

developm
ent 

of 
th

e 
m

edullary rays, th
e casuarina possesses no tru

e leaves.' 
T

h
e pendulous articulations w

hich serve for th
at pur

pose, are form
ed in

 the sam
e m

an
n

er as th
e w

horls 
of 

H
ippU

?is vulgaris, th
e com

m
on m

are's-tail, an
d

 
these are analogous in

 structure to th
e lepidodendra 

of th
e carboniferous epoch, as seen in

 their fossil re
m

ains, so 
th

at 
th

e casuarinre of A
u

stralia m
ay

 b
e 

considered existing types of 
th

e extinct arborescent 
equisetacece 

w
hich 

flourished 
during 

th
at 

era, 
an

d
 

assisted 
greatly in

 form
ing 

th
e strata of th

e coal·· 
m

easures. 
T

h
eir average height is from

 fifteen tol 
tw

en
ty

 feet, th
e tru

n
k

s disproportionately thick com
 

pared 
to their size, 

an
d

 spreading o
u

t at 
th

e bu 
w

ith
 thick, 

firm
ly im

bedded roots. 
T

h
e colour 

0 

th
e scanty' foliage is of th

e darkest green, w
hich, to 

I(ether w
ith

 the d
ark

 hue of th
e rough bark, rende 

a clum
p of those trees like a black 1'atch in

 th
e lan

d
 

scape. 
T

heir 
usual 

h
ab

itat 
is 

b
y

 
th

e 
borders 

0 

running stream
s, 

an
d

 
hence th

e tree is highly re 
garded by the settlers in

 th
at arid

 country. 
B

u
t it 

m
ost characteristic location is by th

e sea-side, w
her 

it flourishes in
 dense groves. 

H
ere, u1'on th

e poores 
soil, an

d
 at th

e utm
ost verge of th

e land, these hard 
trees brave th

e salt spray, w
hich show

ers upon the 
from

 th
e surf. 

'V
h

ile w
e have designated th

e gum
 

tree forests as cbeerful, though m
onotonous, an

d
 th

 
vine scrubs 

as dense an
d

 
gloom

y, 
these casuarin 

groves m
ay

 w
ith equal propriety be called m

elancholy. 
S

eated u
n

d
er th

e d
ark

 canopy of thread-like foliage, 
th

e w
inds sigh overhead as th

ey
 create a 

stridulou 
m

u
rm

u
r am

ongst th
e lcaves, producing a m

ournfu 
sound, w

hich is heightened b
y

 th
e d

istan
t surge 0 

th
e ocean. 

T
h

e leaves are nourishing, an
d

 relishe 
b

y
 horses an

d
 cattle, 

w
hile, 

on th
e 
g
r
o
~
n
d w

her, 
th

ey
 fall, th

ey
 prevent th

e vegetation of grasses an 
herbs, an

d
 are slow

 in
 decom

position. 
T

h
e tim

be 
is of a hard an

d
 tough kind, an

d
 is m

uch prized b 
th

e aborigines, w
ho cu

t their boom
erangs an

d
 club 

from
 portions of th

e b
u

t w
hile th

e tree is grow
ing

. 
CA

BBA
G

E-PA
LM

 
(C

or.'lpha 
A

u
stm

lis), 
F

ig. 
9. 

A
s a 

contrast to th
e foregoing in

 pleasing beaut 
an

d
 habitat, w

e m
ay

 class 
th

e cabbage-palm
. 

Itl 
graceful stem

s an
d

 light green leaves shun th
e blea' 

hillside, 
an

d
 

seek 
for 

shelter 
in

 
th

e 
w

arm
 ferti], 

m
eadow

-lands. 
In

 
cleM

ing 
these 

rich 
patches 

0 

alluvial soil, th
e farm

er rarely cuts dow
n th

e cabbage 
palm

, 
particularly as it is n

o
t ab

u
n

d
an

t throughou 
th

e colony. 
l\10reover, th

e leaves, w
hen dried, ar 

highly valued for m
aking m

en's sailor-brim
m

ed h
ats 

F
o

r this 
purpose th

ey
 are cu

t u
p

 into strips abon 
th

e w
idth of 

a 
straw

, an
d

 
plaited zigzag 

fashion 
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